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Introduction

The Mishnah (55b) tells us that even on Erev Pesach, when 
many melachos are generally forbidden, one may still sweep 
the zevel from beneath the legs of an animal. The Gemara 
brings a Tosefta which clarifies this halachah in greater detail. 
The Tosefta tells us that zevel which is in a courtyard may be 
cleared to the sides, whereas zevel that is in the barn and in a 
courtyard may be taken out to the garbage dump. The Gemara 
asks the obvious contradiction: the Tosefta first told us that the 
zevel in the courtyard must be removed to the side (and cannot 
be taken out to the garbage dump) and then said that the zevel 
in the courtyard may even be taken out to the garbage dump. 
How can these two statements be reconciled? 

The Gemara mentions two resolutions to this difficulty. Abayei 
explains that the end of the Tosefta (which permits bringing the 
zevel to the garbage dump) refers to the 14th of Nissan, whereas 
the beginning of the Tosefta (which only allows clearing it to the 
side) is discussing Chol Hamoed (when the issur to do melachah 
is more stringent than it is on Erev Pesach). Rava, however, ex-
plains that both parts of the Tosefta refer to Chol Hamoed. The 
first part of the Tosefta (which only permits clearing the zevel to 
the side) refers to a courtyard which is not extraordinarily dirty, 
whereas the end of the Tosefta is discussing a courtyard that 
became filthy like a barn. In the latter case, one may even take 
out the zevel to the garbage dump.

The Bach (468:9) points out that according to Rambam’s (Yom 
Tov 8:11, 21) understanding of the Gemara, Abayei and Rava 
are not arguing l’halachah; they are simply disagreeing in their 
understanding of the Tosefta. Regarding the halachah, though, 
all agree that on Chol Hamoed one may not remove the zevel 
from his courtyard to the garbage dump unless the courtyard 
is filthy like a barn. (Similarly, all agree that on Erev Pesach one 
may always take the zevel out of the courtyard to the garbage 
dump.) Indeed, the Shulchan Aruch (535:3) rules that on Chol 
Hamoed one may only move the zevel in his courtyard to the 
side but may not take it out to the garbage dump, unless it be-
comes filthy like a barn.

According to the above it would seem that one may not bring 
his garbage to the dumpster or street on Chol Hamoed. Rather, 
he must leave it in his house, perhaps relocated off to a side 
room. However, as we will soon see, a clearer understanding 
of the background behind this halachah will demonstrate that 
perhaps this is not the case.

Moving Things from One House to Another

The first thing we need to clarify is the precise issur involved in 
taking out one’s zevel. There doesn’t seem to be any melachah 
involved in taking zevel out of one’s house, so why is it forbid-
den?

In order to properly understand the rationale behind this 
halachah we need to learn a Mishnah in Moed Katan (13a). The 
Mishnah tells us that one may not transport heavy items from 
one house to another on Chol Hamoed. The Ritva (s.v. ein) clar-
ifies that these items are not needed for use on Yom Tov/Chol 
Hamoed; this point is also mentioned by the Shulchan Aruch 
(535:1). [The Mishnah Berurah (531:4) points out that one may 
transport items that he needs for Yom Tov/Chol Hamoed.] The 
Rishonim [see Ri M’Lonil, Nimukei Yosef, Ritva, and Ran ad loc.] 
explain that the reason for this issur is because of the tirchah 
(exertion) involved, which has no Yom Tov/Chol Hamoed need. 
[See Levush (535:1) who explains that the reason for the issur 
of tirchah is because it diminishes one’s simchah on the moed.]

Taking Out the Garbage on Chol Hamoed

We see from the Mishnah in Moed Katan that on Chol Hamoed, 
one may not do things which involve tirchah when they are not 
being done l’tzorech hamoed, even though the acts themselves 
are not a melachah [see Tosafos (Moed Katan 19a s.v. v’toveh]. 
Now, the Shulchan Aruch (535:1-3) groups this halachah (mov-
ing heavy items) together with the halachah of the Tosefta (tak-
ing out zevel). Seemingly, the reason they are listed together 
is because the same reason applies for both [see Hilchos Chag 
B’Chag (Chol Hamoed 3:12)]. 

Now that we have a better understanding of the halachah of 
taking out zevel, we can say that the case of our Gemara (re-
moving zevel from one’s chatzer) is discussing a case of tirchah 
that is not l’tzorech the moed. It follows that this would have 
absolutely no ramification on taking out the garbage from one’s 
home on Chol Hamoed, which is obviously being done l’tzorech 
hamoed. If one were required to keep the garbage in his house, 
the house would start to smell [see Shemiras Shabbos Kehil-
chasah (68 note 22)]. Furthermore, perhaps it can be argued 
that taking out the garbage from one’s house is not even con-
sidered a tirchah in the first place. If so, it would be mutar even 
if one has a place in his house where he can place the garbage 
in a way that it won’t disturb him (and thus removing it would 
not be considered “l’tzorech hamoed”) [see Kovetz Mevakshei 
Torah (siman 106) citing Rav Elyashiv]. In a city with Jewish san-
itation workers, perhaps even they would be allowed to go out 



and pick up the garbage on Chol Hamoed from the dumpsters 
on the street, as leaving the garbage in the streets might disturb 
one’s moed [see Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchasah (ibid.), Cha-
zon Ovadia (Yom Tov p. 196), and Chut Shani (Chol Hamoed 
p. 206)]. This is especially true on Sukkos in heavily populated 
areas, where many people spend much of their day outside, 
potentially near these dumpsters. However, perhaps it would 
still be forbidden to clean the city streets on Chol Hamoed from 
papers or loose garbage which are simply lying around but not 
disturbing people [Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchasah (ibid.)].

Other Applications

The rule that emerges from our Gemara (and the Mishnah in 
Moed Katan) is that one is not allowed to do an act on Chol 
Hamoed which is a tirchah when it isn’t being done l’tzorech the 
moed, even if no actual melachah is being performed. In Chazal 
and in the poskim we find many applications of this rule. Be”H, 
we will discuss a few of them.

Traveling with Suitcases on Chol Hamoed

We mentioned that one may not move heavy items from one 
house to another on Chol Hamoed. However, now that we’ve 
clarified the yesod of the issur (tirchah shelo l’tzorech hamoed), 
we understand that this does not mean that one who goes on 
a trip on Chol Hamoed may not bring suitcases with him. Cer-
tainly, one is transporting the items l’tzorech the moed, for a 
moed “need.” However, it also follows that a bachur who goes 
to yeshivah for Simchas Torah may not bring his suitcases full of 
items that he will need for the upcoming zman just because it is 
a convenient time to do so [see Chol Hamoed Kehilchaso (8:43) 
citing Rav Moshe Feinstein], as that would constitute a tirchah 
shelo l’tzorech hamoed.

Bringing Home Keilim

Another example of tirchah on Chol Hamoed which can be as-
sur is found in our Gemara (55b). The Gemara tells us that one 
whose keilim got fixed and are ready on Chol Hamoed may not 
bring them home unless he has a need for them on the moed. 
Rashi (s.v. l’chatzer) learns that the reason for this issur is be-
cause of tirchah. Accordingly, one may buy and bring home a 
fridge on Chol Hamoed that he will be using on Chol Hamoed/
Yom Tov. Similarly, one who has clothing that he is allowed to 
wash may buy and bring home a washing machine on Chol 
Hamoed. If, however, one has no clothes which may be washed, 
he may not bring home the washing machine (unless a different 
heter of melachah on Chol Hamoed applies). 

Business Transactions on Chol Hamoed

According to many Rishonim and Acharonim, the issur to do 
business on Chol Hamoed (assuming one has no heteirim to 
permit melachah on Chol Hamoed) is also because of tirchah 
[see Tosafos to Moed Katan (12b s.v. machnis), Rosh (Moed 
Katan 1:23), and Mogen Avrohom (539:1)]. Accordingly, Rav 
Wosner (Shevet Halevi 6:67) adds that one may not go into his 
store on Chol Hamoed to set up merchandise even though he 
is not doing any business transactions, as this would be consid-
ered a tirchah that is not l’tzorech the moed.

Putting Away the Pesach Dishes / 

Taking Down the Sukkah

Based on what we’ve have learned thus far (i.e., that tirchah 
on Chol Hamoed which is not for a Yom Tov need is assur even 
when no melachah is being performed), Rav Wosner (brought 
in Kovetz M’Beis Levi, Tishrei 5758 p. 94) points out that one 
may not put away his Pesach dishes on Chol Hamoed. Even if 
he is going away for the last days of Pesach, he must wait to 
put away the Pesach dishes and appliances until he returns af-
ter Yom Tov. Seemingly, the same would apply to taking down 
one’s sukkah on Chol Hamoed. Thus, even if one does not eat 
in the sukkah on Shemini Atzeres, he must wait until after Yom 
Tov to take down his sukkah and cannot simply take it down on 
Hoshana Rabbah [see also Shulchan Aruch (566:1) and Mish-
nah Berurah (566:1)].

Washing the Dishes

Although washing dishes would appear be considered tirchah 
and thus forbidden on Chol Hamoed, there are many reasons to 
permit it. For starters, there is a chance that one may want to 
use the dish again during Chol Hamoed/Yom Tov, so this act can 
be considered l’tzorech hamoed. Perhaps we can also say that 
having a clean-looking house is also considered l’tzorech the 
moed. Ultimately, the Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchasah (66 note 
84) quotes Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach who allowed one to 
wash his dishes on Chol Hamoed but was unsure whether this 
is also permitted for one who is leaving right afterwards and is 
going away for the second days of Yom Tov.

Conclusion

We’ve seen that one may not do something on Chol Hamoed 
that is considered a tirchah when it isn’t being done l’tzorech 
the moed, even if no melachah is being performed. We gave 
many applications of this rule, however it is important to al-
ways ask a shaylah. The halachos of Chol Hamoed are extreme-
ly complex and the psak may depend on the amount of tirchah 
involved and how pressing the need. Furthermore, at times 
there may be other heteirim that can apply to a given situation. 


